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Read the passage below and answer the following question.

The return to Earth of extinct animals has made headlines again recently with the news that
scientists have moved a step closer to bringing back the moa. The little bush moa, which
became extinct in the 13th century, was a flightless bird that thrived in New Zealand.
Scientists in the USA have pieced together the bird’s DNA map, which means recreating the
moa has just become more likely.

In 2017, scientists announced they were on the brink of resurrecting the woolly mammoth, a
huge beast that roamed the Earth some 4,000 years ago. The scientist leading the
“de-extinction” effort said that a team of experts from Harvard University in the US was just
two years away from creating a hybrid embryo*. This embryo would see elements of the
woolly mammoth programmed into an Asian elephant.

The idea of bringing extinct animals back to life using science has been discussed for years.
However, new, major advancements in DNA technology are making what were once dreams

into realities.

*embryo: an unborn animal in the very early stages of growth

Modified from:
First News, April 2018
QUESTION

Explain possible risks and benefits (at least one of each) of attempting to bring back extinct
animals. Then, state your opinion with reasons based on your knowledge and/or experience.
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