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We opened the semester with various one-off lessons as we waited for our
books to arrive. These revolved around two themes: the conceptions of words
(using contrast, comparison, and context to consider certain words deeply) and
emotional intelligence (using quizzes and discussions to deepen our
self-understanding and understanding of those around us). The students were
actively engaged in these activities and seemed to enjoy them as much as | did.

Once our books arrived, we read The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe from
The Chronicles of Narnia, and spend some time watching the BBC and Disney film
adaptations of the story as well. | believe the plot and reading level matched the
students well. They were able to grasp the overall flow of the story and
characterization, but the books arrived too late for us to achieve much depth, so |
felt less focus compared with the first part of the semester. Since our books for
next semester have already arrived, this will not be a problem in the future.

Our other book was Painless Vocabulary, a workbook which the students did on
their own in preparation for in-class quizzes. Painless Vocabulary might be a
misnomer, but we are working quite slowly through the book so students have

plenty of time to review.

None, but | will try to
hand out the next book
before summer break.
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They were taught a range of text analysis apps to improve their writing online,
and they also researched and read an English language novel, wrote a research
terms document about literary analysis on the background to the book and
author's life, then an academic book review using what they found. The final
review was uploaded to Turnitin and checked for plagiarism and had my
comments added to each student's papers. Everyone also wrote reflective class
blogs - one blog per class where they wrote what we did in class and their
reactions/reflections on that class and what they learned, and they also wrote
bogs - one per week - on their reading of these novels and their reactions to that.
For the most part, this went quite well overall.

To fix the errors on
their review as
identified in their
submission to Turnitin.
And to reflect on their
learning this semester.
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